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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

-433- y .\
Rodeni Prooling

EXFEEIENCE WOU CAN TERST

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

925-377-0977
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Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Spring is a Fantastic Time to Sell Your Home!

The local real estate market is blooming with the return of spring.
Well prepared and effectively marketed homes are selling briskly as
buyers compete to enjoy all that beautiful Lamorinda has to offer.

Call me today for a free property evaluation and marketing plan.
Utilize my 20+ years of local real estate success to achieve the highest
return on your sale with minimal stress.

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Winter storms lead reside
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The dying treetops on these trees on Camino Pablo are a sign of
ill health, which means that these trees might fall in a bad storm.

... continued from Page Al

it is at a 45-degree angle over a
house or has structural defects.
In the category of possible dan-
ger are trees that are fine now,
but might fall in the face of
strong winds and extensive
rains. But there are also trees
that are classified as un-
possible, meaning that even
high winds and heavy rains are
unlikely to damage the tree, of-
ten because the tree is small or
young.

So what are the warning
signs that a homeowner might

be alert to? Sometimes a tree
divides when growing and de-
velops what are known as pre-
dominant and co-dominant
leaders, which are weaker than
single trunks. In a storm, it is
more likely that the co-
dominant leader will break
away from the tree.

The tree’s age is also a fac-
tor. Some trees, such as oaks
and redwoods, have very long
lives, while other trees, such as
birch and alder are shorter-
lived. The years of drought
have also affected trees, caus-
ing them to have a less exten-

sive root structure and even
adversely affecting the molecu-
lar and microbial composition
of the soil. Lamorinda has a lot
of clay soil, which results in
more shallow root structures in
trees.

Another thing that
Ghavamzadeh says affect trees
negatively is poor pruning, of-
ten by people with little train-
ing or experience. For exam-
ple, he pointed to the practice
known as “lion-tailing,” in
which the limbs of a tree, often
a heritage oak tree, are cleared
of foliage from the center of the
tree outward, leaving a tuft of
leaves at the very end, resem-
bling a lion’s tail. This practice
encourages trees to grow fur-
ther and further out, and even-
tually branches will fall. This
type of pruning error cannot
be easily corrected and may
cause the loss of trees that are
300 to 400 years old.

Many trees fell in the win-
ter storms this year across
Lamorinda. One thing that
readers might not be aware of],
Ghavamzadeh says, is that the
state of California actively pro-
moted the planting of Monterey
pine trees in Lamorinda to help
stabilize the hillsides. The
Monterey pine seemed to be a
good choice because it tolerated

clay soils, which are prevalent
in Lamorinda. But drought, in-
sect infestations, and fungus
have taken a toll on the trees,
which have a much shorter life
span than other local trees such
as redwoods and oaks.

Public organizations, such
as the East Bay Municipal Util-
ity District and the East Bay Re-
gional Park District have been
attempting to remove thou-
sands of dead trees on lands
that they own to reduce the risk
of fire. Last year Marcus Wag-
ner, Caltrans public informa-
tion officer, spoke to Lamor-
inda Weekly about the removal
of dead and dying trees along
Highway 24. He said that the
increase in tree mortality was
most likely due to stress

nts to wonder about tree safety

brought about by several years
of severe drought and invasive
pests such as bark beetles.
Dead or dying "red-needle"
trees are of concern as the nee-
dles can become flying embers
and help create the conditions
for rapid wildfire spread. In
their weakened condition,
these trees could also possibly
fall and obstruct portions of the
roadway.

Traverso Tree Service in
Martinez offers this advice on
monitoring the health of your
tree: “The best way to care for
your pine is to look up. Make it
a habit to look up and observe
the whole tree and especially
its top. If your pine is starting
to decline, the top is generally
where it will start.”

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”
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Agent
925-376-2244
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346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7
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State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

ORINDA | $2,295,000

Sold with six offers, $250,000 over asking price. Remodeled 4br/2.5ba home with breathtaking Mt. Diablo views. Newly resurfaced sparkling pool and spa and an outdoor kitchen.

' Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
I vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

This wonderful home offers five bedrooms, three bathrooms plus a bonus room (or 6th BR). Outside, the large property has a fantastic front and back yard, with ample room to entertain.

Rose Capurro 415.690.6762
rosecapurro@yahoo.com | CalRE #01911774

LAFAYETTE | $1,698,000
Welcome to your dream home, boasting stunning Mt. Diablo views in a prime location close to vibrant downtown. Updated kitchen w/granite & an inviting backyard w/a private gazebo.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

I vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784
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GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. R&r





